Congregational Church of South Hero, U.C.C. Rev. Cordelia Burpee, Pastor

PO Box 99 24 South St. Office hours Mon thru Thurs 10 - 1:30pm
South Hero, VT 05486 Cordelia.burpee@gmail.com

Office hours: Mon-Fri. 9 am. to 3 p.m. sherochurch.org

(802)372-4962 ccshvt@gmail.com http: //www.facebook.com/CCSHVT

E News March 20"

MTOIN USFOR™ Join us after worship for coffee and refreshments.
F F E E The Board of Trustees will host for March Sundays

You can now stream Sunday Worship live. https://tinyurl.com/CCSHLive
Scriptures and hymns for Sunday March 23rd
Hebrew Bible Reading: Psalm 63: 1-8
Gospel: Luke 13: 1-9
You can search online for hymn lyrics fairly easily
Worship & Rejoice Hymnal #61 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”
W &R # 471 “As the Deer”
W &R # 422 “Amazing Grace”
We are always interested to hear how this is working for you. Please let us know your thoughts.
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The focus scripture for Sunday is Luke 13:1-9. Those who were around Jesus asked
him if the suffering of others meant that they were more sinful. Jesus told them
that they were asking the wrong question and that unless they had a change of
heart and lives they would die. Then he told the parable of the Unfruitful Fig Tree,
where the landowner orders a fig tree to be cut down because it has failed to
produce fruit. The farmer asked to give the tree more time and promised to

! fertilize and care for the tree. What stories do we tell ourselves about the suffering
of others ? Who are you in the story - the barren fig tree, the landowner or the farmer? What are we
to make of this parable?

See you Sunday.
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Emptiness
Day 11 of Lenten Reflection @kateBowler.com
“O God, You are my God; early will I seek You; mu soul thirsts for You; my flesh longs for Yo uin a dry
and thirsty land where there is not water. ” Psalm 63: 1

There’s a long tradition of gospel blues songs dedicated to acknowledging our deep sadnesses.
The ones too hared to name directly. Gospel singer Mahalia Jackson sings “Troubles of the
World” in a way that made one anonymous commentator say, “Sing this at my funeral, or I ain’t
coming!” When we find ourselves in the unwelcome place of sadness, suffering, or drought, it
might be time to sing the blues. Somehow, the combination of the words, chords, and rhythms
becomes like water for our parched souls, allowing space for honesty and hope to co-exist.

Blessing for when you need a little hope

These days feel heavy and dark, and worse--

like hope packed up and left, the seeming powerlessness

and forgot to send a postcard. of anyone trying to stop it.

We cry. Where are the good things? Blessed are you

And honestly,, where are the good people? worn down by hard earned cynicism,
the sensible ones running on fumes,

fighting for what matters? with no promise of a destination.

Why does it feel like bad stuff Maybe hope isn’t so distant
always elbows its way maybe it’s there—small, persistent
to the front, and stubborn.
pushing everything good to the sidelines?
May you grasp something

We're tired. Exhausted, really.
Desperation is knocking,
and it’s tempting to surrender.

Blessed are you,

who see the world as it is:

the sickness and loneliness,

the injustice that never seems to end,
the greed and misuse of power,

the violence and intimidation

the mockery of truth,

And disdain for weakness.

in the heaviness.

A glimmer of what could be,

and walk, step by step,

toward the possibility

that good ness exists.

Hope is an anchor

dropped into the future

pulling you forward,

toward something better—

even if it doesn’t feel like it right now?
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REGISTER TODAY!

The Justice and Witness Ministries Committee of the Vermont

Mj.q ! 0 !! bu !i ia M gm‘! Conference UCC is sponsoring a series of social justice webinars to

address the challenges of the times we’re living in. Each webinar will
be an hour-long examination of a different topic, with accurate

IMM]GR'\TION information about how vulnerable people are being harmed and how
Thursday March 20th 6:30 to 7:30 PM we as people of faith can resist.

(online via zoom)

B Er e oy (i ot Immigration Thurs, Mar 20 from 6:30 to 7:30 pm

Migrant Justice, who have
insight into how national Presented by staff from Migrant Justice, who have insight into how

Pleese e national policies are affecting migrants here in Vermont.
migrants here in Vermont.

Register here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/-fMuiEajTM2ndE_bZNXd6g
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.is Crop Hunger Walks are the foundation of their work at CWS.
Church World Service has brought all CROP Walk sites online -- so that
people may begin, and continue to give to their local CROP Walks. The
walks embody the shared values and faith, reminding us to serve with

CROP HUNGER WALK hope and compassion.

Our Walk site information has a tentative date of September 28t (not a final date!) As the date is
not final, it may be too early for you to register your walking group, but NEVER too early to
donate funds. Itis preferred that you donate online at crophungerwalk.org/southherovt

BUT if you prefer to write a check or donate cash - please make those funds payable to the
church at CCSH and memo that it is for the Crop Walk 2025.

If you are interested in being part of the CCSH CROP Walk plans, please let Mark Kennedy know
at maylskenn@yahoo.com Past and new participants WELCOME!

Reminder that 25% of the funds raised stays local to help with Food for Thought and the
Champlain Islands Food Shelf and 75% is distributed globally.
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©B3J From Our Boards

“‘Ws Reminder: anyone may attend a board meeting. If you wish to talk about something
pertinent to that board, contact the board chair to be put on the agenda. Your concerns are
always important.

TRUSTEES

Board members for 2025: Dolf Wirsing, Doug Patterson, Carol Tremble, Luke Tremble, Charlie Purinton,
and Josie Leavitt

Thank you to Skip Brown for installing heating/air vents to the smaller classrooms

The Board is working on compiling a master policy manual for the church.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Chair: Leslie Desrosiers. lddesrosi@comcast.net
2025 Members are Carrie Bryan, Liz Jones, Kelsey Dickson, Caitlin Purinton, and Jack Tremble

The Board has received requests, and approved those requests, from two families whose children
will be attending summer camp programs.
Forms for camp scholarships are in the narthex or email the office.

e Continue to focus our efforts on families and children
e Watch for Easter activity announcements
e Always looking for volunteers to assist occasionally with Sunday School

Hen & Chicks created by last Sunday’s Christian Ed Sunday School class
(based on the Scripture reading Luke 13: 31-35)
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DEACONS
Chair: Gretchen Patterson. olddoug45@gmail.com, Sharon Arthur, Aimee Cochran, Barb Smith,
Rob Althoff, Cathy Rude

We are planning and preparing for Lent, Holy Week and Easter services.
We are also reviewing Deacons’ policies.
We are working on resolutions for the microphone and the streaming issues.
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The Music Committee is pleased to have sent a donation to Kayalitscha Children's Choir with
funds from the annual wreath sales. We met the director, Bongani Magatyana a few years back
when he visited CCSH as part of a Village Harmony concert. Bongani ‘s dream was/is a
Children's community choir in Khayelitsha Township, Cape Town South Africa.

Village Harmony will return once again this summer for a July concert. To learn more see
Mark Kennedy or Cathy Rude.

MISSIONS:

Chair: Tim Bryan Barbara Purinton, Kim Julow, Art Huse, Megan Kouns and Elise Whittemore

Ongoing projects include:

e Champlain Islands Food Shelf Donation requests for March are for birthday cake
bundles (cakes mixes, frosting, candles, etc)

e The Food Shelf needs volunteers https://www.champlainislandsfoodshelf.org/volunteer

e Dismas House (contact Kaight Althoff at kaighta@yahoo.com) needs volunteers to
prepare a once-a -month meal the 3rd Friday of each month

e The Welcome Project ongoing collections for supplies to assist people transitioning from
being unhoused to having a home/apartment. (See list following)

OneGreat OFFERING DATE Ohe _Gregt Hour of Sharing, part of Our Church’s Wider
MARCH 30, 2025 Mission, is the Lenten Offering that supports the disaster,

refugee, and development ministries of the United Church
of Christ. With this special mission offering the UCC carries God’s message of love and hope to
people in crisis. The UCC works with international partners to provide sources of clean water,
food, education and health care, small business micro-credit, advocacy and resettlement for
refugees and displaced persons, and emergency relief and rehabilitation. One Great Hour of
Sharing also supports domestic and international ministries for disaster preparedness and
response. Envelopes are in the narthex. 2024 donation was $2650.00

OF SHARING
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Dismas House of Vermont

This is what is involved, and you only need to sign up for ONE of the
components:

e A main entrée to serve 10-12 people. At this time there are dietary
restrictions of one who is vegetarian and one who doesn’t eat pork

e A salad and/or side vegetable

¢ Bread or rolls

e Dessert
e Delivery to Burlington between 4pm & 5pm and if able- to join the residents at the meal

WE DO HAVE $$$ FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR FOOD PURCHASES.
WE DO HAVE DISPOSABLE PANS AND DISHES.

NOTE: There will now be a signup sheet on a bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. Just choose the
month and dish that works best for you. Your help is appreciated and welcomed!
Upcoming dates: April 18t May 16th

The Welcome Project is an interfaith collaborative and provides home essentials for people
transitioning from being unhoused to permanent housing in Franklin and Grand Isle Counties

i Every month, we would like to collect 6 each of:
- e Laundry Basket
&% ¢ Laundry Detergent (no dye, no perfumes)

¢ Clothes Hangers
e Toilet Brush & Holder
e Shower Curtain Liner and curtain rings

Please leave your donations in fellowship hall table by the bulletin boards.

Donations must be NEW only.

If it is easier to donate $ towards the purchase of these items, simply label your contribution
for WELCOME PROJECT and place in the Sunday plate or drop off at the office. Any amount is
welcome. About $40 will cover a basket & supplies.

Thanks for reading!
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